THE VETERINARY RECORD 


A Weekly Journal 


for the Profession. 


Eprrep sy F.RB.C.V.8. 


No. 1272 


NOVEMBER 23, 1912. 


SomE CHANGES IN OUR PROFESSION. 


In presidential addresses and similar utterances 
some statements are so often heard that they have 
almost become platitudes. One is to the effect 
that, though motor traction has influenced us 
adversely, new channels of work are opening to us 
in compensation. Some of us are almost weary of 
hearing this constantly reiterated assertion, but not 
all realise how true it is. ; 

The two chief substitutes for the work of which 
motors have deprived us are canine and feline prac- 
tice and preventive medicine. Both had begun to 
open to us before the motor made its first appear- 
ance towards the close of the last century, and both 
have been expanding ever since. In the case of the 
former, the expansion has already been immense. 
Few young practitioners perhaps realise how greatly 
our general attitude towards dogs and cats has 
changed within the last thirty years. At one time 
many refused to treat these animals, to-day they 
enter into almost every practice, form the bulk of 
the work in not a few, and all of it insome. Again, 
in the old days, those veterinary surgeons who did 
treat dogs and cats often did so casually and per- 
functorily, and often, also, had a very imperfect 
knowledge of their diseases. That also has changed, 
for we now examine and treat dogs and cats as care- 
fully and intelligently as we do horses, and our 
general knowledge regarding these animals and their 
diseases never was so high as it is to-day. This 
revolution began before the advent of the motor, 
though it has been accelerated by the latter, and its 
effects have been various. One of them is that we 
have become of real use to a section of the com- 
munity very much larger than the horse-owning one, 
and shall continue to be so. 

Preventive medicine has not developed at the 
same pace as canine and feline practice, but it is 
still developing fast. It affords whole-time or 
part-time employment to many more men now 
than a few years ago; and it is quite certain that 
the number will yet greatly increase. But some of 
us can remember a time of which it is not too much 
to say that preventive medicine hardly figured in 
veterinary activity at all. 

In a transition stage, such as we are undergoing 
now, it is difficult to prophesy. But it seems more 
than probable that these two new departments of 
our work may ultimately recoup us for all that we 
have so far really lost by the introduction of motors. 
Great as the damage that motors have done us un- 
doubtedly is, it is not really so great as it seems at 
first sight. Other factors besides motor traction 
have been diminishing our old sources of income of 
late years, and these we shall consider in a 
note. 


COOPERIA ONCOPHORA IN DIARRH@IC 
CALVES. 
A. W. Nort PILuers, F.R.C.v.s. 


Through the kindness of Mr. H. Sumner, 
M.R.C.V.8., I have been able to examine portions of 
the intestines of a calf which had been forwarded to 
him by Mr. R. L. C. Forrest, M.r.c.v.s. The his- 
tory of the animals, from one of which the material 
was taken, was as follows:—Nine calves, 9-12 
months old, were noticed by their owner, a farmer, 
to be scouring badly early in October. He adminis- 
tered some anti-diarrhceic preparation, and there 
was abatement in this symptom. A week later, 
after further home treatment, the improvement was 
not maintained and the veterinary surgeon was 
called in. It was then further ascertained from the 
owner that the animals were apparently quite 
healthy three weeks previous to his administration 
of the anti-scouring mixture, save, perhaps, that 
they were not quite so fat as they might have been. 
Two-and-a-half pounds of cake per head had been 
one of the ingredients of the daily ration, so that 
the calves were at first in good condition. When 
the diarrheea started they lost flesh rapidly. 

On examining the animals two were lying down 
and showed little or no tendency to rise. It was 
deemed advisable to shoot them. The remaining 
seven calves showed marked emaciation, bellies 
tucked up, little Re harsh coats and sunken 
eyes. Two or three had diarrhea, which was 
moderately thin in consistence, possibly the drugs 
previously given had influenced this. Most of 
them licked their coats, and some chewed the cud. 
The worst cases laid down, were listless, and pre- 
sented a very dejected appearance. 

One of the slaughtered animals was carefully 
examined to confirm a diagnosis of parasitic gastro- 
enteritis. The carcase was anemic and much 
emaciated, the lungs and heart were normal, and 
the former contained no signs of the husk worm 
(Dictyocaulus viviparus). The stomachs appeared 
to be normal. the small bowel was aomelle 
inflamed, with great numbers of minute worms on 
its mucous membrane. Underneath the mucus 
containing these helminths, the membrane itself 
showed numerous small red areas. On closer 
examination the worm turned out to be C } 
oncophora, which is a small, white, thread like 
worm about 6-11 m.m. long, the male having a 
characteristic caudal bursa. The cecum presented 
a small number of “ Trichuris ovis ” (Trichocephalus 
affinis) not in excess of the number often seen in 
apparently healthy animals, but was otherwise 
normal. It is generally admitted that this worm 
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produces little or no damage when present in such} The immediate cause of death syncope. ll the 
numbers. other organs healthy. 


The remaining seven animals were placed under 


The question arises—Who is to sustain the 


the best conditions of hygiene and diet, together| loss, my clients or the Dock Commissioners? [s 
with the administration of intestinal astringents, | it right for the Dock Commissioners to have double 
antiseptics, and stimulant-tonics. They gradually] rails six inches or so above the ground for animals 
began to improve, and in about a month were safely | to cross with heavy loads? I do not think that 


on the road to recovery. 
Cooperia oncophora was first described as Strongy- | t 


such should be allowed for horse traffic. This is the 


hird accident that has happened within a few 


lus radiatus. Later Schneider included it under} weeks, the other two cases were laceration of the 


S. ventricosus Rudolphi of the stag. It is usually] hoof only, and recovered. 


mentioned under this name in England. The inter- 


A. I. M. 


esting point about the animals above described is 
that they presented a typical history, symptoms, 


and post-mortem lesions of parasitic enteritis, and} 4Rg~RACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURN ALS 


recovered when treatment on lines usually adopted 
in this condition was applied. Yet Neumann says 
no morbid influence is attributed to it, and Law 
remarks that the pathogenesis is unknown. It is 
possible that other factors might have been in 
operation in these cases, but taking all the points 


SPIRILLOSIS OF FoWLS AND ITS CURE 
BY SALVARSAN. 


A. Schaburow and his collaborators in the bae- 


into consideration one seems to have made out ®| teriological laboratory at Saratow have published 
good case against the benign influence of “ cooperia} (4,¢hix. Vet. Nauk) an article upon this subject. 


oncophora.”’ 


RUPTURE OF DIAPHRAGM. 


In the spring of 1909 they established the existence 
—— | at Saratow of an epidemic disease of poultry, which 
they recognised as a spirillosis. They found spiro- 
chet in the blood of dead and diseased fowls ; and 
also demonstrated that the tick Argas persicus is 


On the afternoon of the 31st ult,, I received a|the transmittor of the disease. They did not 
‘phone message from Messrs. A. W. & S. that one of| succeed in cultivating the spirochetes upon artifi- 
their horses had met with an acccident at the docks, | cial nutrient media. 


and required my immediate attention. 


The first spirillosis was, as is known, demon- 


On arrival I learned that while the animal—a| strated in Russia in 1890 by Dr. Sacharow, who 
bay lorry gelding, six years old, about 17-2, was| proved the “ goose-death” in Transcaucasia to be a 


crossing the rails with a heavy load, the tip of 


spirillosis. In European Russia the present authors 


right hind shoe become jammed in the flange of a|were the first who recognised spirillosis and its 


rail and so tightly fixed that he could not withdraw 


transmittor, the Argas persicus. They undertook 


it. Feeling itself fixed it threw itself down with | different experiments to demonstrate that this tick 
t force across the rails on its ‘eft side. The]is the transmittor and intermediate host of the 


oot was then released with mechanical force: 
on getting to its feet it was very lame on right hind 
limb. 


I found that there was a bad contusion to left 
shoulder, and partial rupture of the muscles of 
right hip and drooping of the quarter. In moving 
forward the animal improved in its gait. I had it 
moved to its stable and put into comfortable slings, 
hot fomentations rte to the injured parts, saw 
to the comfort of the animal, prepared it and gave 
it a dose of physic which did well. 

Two days afterwards I found it quite paralysed 
on the left shoulder, and much improved on right 
hip and limb. 

A day or so afterwards the breathing became dis- 
tressed, patches of sweat here and there on the body. 
The animal would take no food. My prognosis 
was unfavourable. Quite in a state of collapse, 
continued to sink, and died early on the morning of 
the 11th inst. 

Post-mortem examination several hours after- 
wards showed great engorgement of blood on the 
injured hip and shoulder, a rupture of the muscular 
part of the diaphragm, about 8 by 8, through which 
the bowels had protruded into the chest and inter- 
fered with the functions of the lungs and heart. 


Spirocheta Gallinarum. By these they arrived at 
the knowledge that the spirocheta passes through 
an unknown developmental stage in the tick, and 
passes into the ova of the female. The last- 
mentioned theory is the only explanation of the 
fact that larve which develope in a sterile test 
tube from the ova of ticks infected with Spirocheta 
Gallinarum produce the disease when placed upon 
healthy fowls. The authors remark that the appli- 
cation of larve in the months of October and 
November does not produce the disease. The 
authors also succeeded in infecting healthy fowls by 
the subcutaneous and intra-muscular injection of the 
blood of diseased ones. The fowls supported this 
inoculated spirillosis better than the naturally 
occurring disease. 

The disease appears in the fowls in spring, and 
ends about September. The ticks therefore live 
from 44 to 5 months in Saratow. Hens are especi- 
ally affected, mostly young freshly bought ones. 
The affected birds are dull, sleepy, weak, and show 
aan Sg symptoms of the extremities. They often 

ave the eyes closed, and show a lessened or wholly 
lost appetite. This condition lasts three or four 
days, and is almost always accompanied by diar- 
rhoea. The excrements are green in colour. Im 
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‘showed “ over-feeding”’ of the liver upon post; 


Upon auscultation of the thorax, Knese could hear 
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natural infection the period of incubation lasts 
from three to four days, and the illness from five to 
twelve days. Well-bred fowls are more susceptible 
than commoner ones, and die in greater numbers. 
Over 30 per cent. of the affected birds die. Recovery 
takes place slowly, and birds which have recovered 
areimmune. The authors attribute the greater 
revalence of the disease in May, at the end of 
Shee, and in August, to the influence of the brooding 
i Geese and ducks, in addition to fowls, be- 
come infected in Saratow. One domestic pigeon 
also became infected. On the other hand wild 
igeons and rabbits could neither be infected by the 
injection of blood containing spirochzte, nor by the 
application of grown ticks and larve. The authors, 
however, reserve judgment upon this point. 

In the year 19i1, treatment of the disease with 
Salvarsan was undertaken. Altogether 108 fowls, 
5 geese, and 3 ducks were treated with Salvarsan. 
One goose and eight fowls died from one to two 
days after the injection; the rest recovered. The 
doses used were the curative doses (0-0035 kilo- 

me in the case of fowls) recommended by Ehr- 
lich. A single injection sufficed ; and, twenty-four 
hours after the injection, spirochzte could no longer 
be found in the blood. Recovery was very rapid as 
well as complete, the comatose condition vanishing, 
and the appetite speedily returning. 

Of the nine birds which died despite the injection 
of Salvarsan, three of the hens were very fat, and 


mortem examination. As, of the total number of 
116 birds treated with Salvarsan, only 9 (amount- 
ing to 7-7 per cent.) died, the authors regard the 
result as highly favourable. Salvarsan is a specific 
against the spirillosis of poultry. 

From their experiments the authors further con- 
clude that Salvarsan is of no importance as a pro- 
tective agent. The protection it confers lasts at the 
most only two or three days.—( Berliner Tierdrztliche 
Wochenschrift). 


Epmwemic PunMoNARY EMPHYSEMA 
IN Cows. 


Knese, of Norden, in August of this year, saw a 
hitherto little-known epidemically appearing disease 
of cows. Respiratory difficulty appeared in the 
affected animals, and led to death from suffocation’ 
within twenty-four hours. 

The first case _Knese saw was a well-nourished 
cow about seven-years-old. He found her standing 
ina corner of the field apart from the other cattle, 
with her neck stretched far forward and fore limbs 
soa apart. The tongue projected considerably 

om the mouth. The edges of the mouth and 
orifices of the nostrils were covered with a delicate 
foam. Looked at from a distance, the animal 
exactly resembled one suffering from foot-and- 
mouth disease with the tongue extensively affected. 
The frequence of the respirations and the heart 
were greatly increased, and the respirations were 
accompanied by violent movements of the flanks. 


extraordinarily loud —— respiratory sounds in 
the whole range of the lung. An hour after this 


examination, the cow suddenly fell and died. 


The post-mortem examination was made shortly 
afterwards. With the exception of a delicate foam 
lying in front of the opening of the mouth, the 
external aspect of the cadaver presented nothing 
abnormal. The stomachs were unaltered. The 
small intestine was reddened in isolated places, and 
at these parts its mucous membrane was dark red 
and swollen. The vessels of the mucous membrane 
of the large intestine were injected. The kidneys 
contained much blood, and the glomeruli stood out 
clearly like very small spots of blood. A fragile 
hyperemic swelling was present upon the spleen. 
The heart showed isolated pea-sized hemorrhages 
upon the coronary groove, and large blood coagula 
in both ventricles. The size of the lungs represent- 
ed that of a high stage of inspiration. The anterior 
halves of both lungs were dark red to black red, 
loosely hepatised, and of the consistence of a slight 
catarrhal pneumonia. The posterior halves of 
both lungs were of a brighter red. The interstitial 
tissue, seen through the pleura, had a much greater 
extent than the alveolar tissue, and appeared like a 
clear glassy network about four-fifths of an inch 
broad. The subpleura and the interstitial tissue 
were filled with bubbles of air lying closely together. 
The single air bubbles ranged from the size of a 
hazel nut to that of a large apple, the latter having 
the appearance of interstitial caverns. After sec- 
tion many portions of the lungs collapsed. The 
alveolar tissue of the posterior halves of the lu 
and the bronchial mucous membrane of the who 
of the lungs showed no demonstrable macroscopic 
alteration. The bronchi were filled with delicate 
foam. The interstitial and subserous tissues of the 
second right pulmonary lobe (which was dark red 
and loosely hepatised) were filled with clear uniform 
pea-sized air bubbles, giving this portion of the 
lung the appearance of an echinococeus multilocu- 
laris. 

In a second case which Knese observed a few 
days later, the condition was essentially the same, 
oon the extension of the emphysema was still 
greater. The animal was a well nourished cow of 
eight years old. During life Knese was able to 
demonstrate the peculiar crackling sound indicative 
of the presence of air in the subcutis of the back 
and the hollows of both flanks by rubbing these 
regions. The cow was slaughtered. Post-mortem, 
in addition to the condition of the lungs described 
above, Knese found the mediastinal space, the space 
between the leaves of the mesentery, the surround- 
ings of the kidneys within their capsules, and the 
connective tissue under the peritoneum as far as 
the pelvic cavity, filled with bubbles of air. A 
remarkable feature of this case was that the flesh 
looked quite good, although the cow had been 
slaughtered when the illness was at its height. 

Knese’s third observation was in consultation 
with a colleague over the post-mortem examination 
of two cows, contagious disease being suspected. 
The day before, these animals -had become affected 
with respiratory difficulty, had been professionally 
treated, and next morning had been found dead. 
Inspection of the others showed that a third cow 
was ill, not eating, and breathing with difficulty. 
(Knese does not say what became of this oniinsl ). 
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The history and the sudden death combined enabled 
Knese to diagnose pulmonary emphysema as the 


cause of death before the post-mortem examination, i fee 

soc reo such means increase 
post-mortem of the lungs, etc., were of. y 


exactly as in the previous cases. In one cow the 


pleura in the last intercostal spaces was raised from | recipients the Old Age Pensions, thus saving the Fund 
its situation in such a manner that it projected into] £18 4s. a year. I recommend that the grant to Mrs. 
Margaret Jones be increased from 8/- to 10/- per w 


Knese has never seen this condition in earlier] we shall then have at least four widows in pe 
years. He was struck by the fact that all the| £26 per year, an object which I hope we shall obtain 
for all our pensioners. 


the thorax like short inflated portions of intestine. 


cases occurred in August, and upon meadows 


which had been mown in the summer and were “iss Horton to assist her in the education of her late 


now growing fresh grass. In every case he had] brother's children. This case has been under consider- 
ation for some time. The difficulties in getting full 


particulars has prevented me advising you before. 


the remaining cattle in the meadow transferred at 
once to pastures permanently used as grazing land, 


hi 3 
after which no further cases occurred. The affected naan a the work of the Fup is wailiee 


cows all ranged from five to eight years in age. 


From the symptoms and post-mortem appear- Mr. Wm. Grinton, one of our recipients ; the a i 

Mr. ; ; recia- 

ances Knese regards the affection as a peracute | tive letter received from him or we inicaneal his 
interstitial pulmonary emphysema, combined with | rant to 10/- per week should be a sufficient gratifica- 
catarrhal pneumonia. He can say nothing definite | tion to us that we did a 
as to its cause. The course was peracute in all —- happy and comfortable. 


cases. The owners had always noticed the first 
symptoms of illness only about twenty-four hours 


a chill—especially not coughing. 


Knese finds in Hutyra and Marek’s work a note] their utmost to increase the number of subscribers so 
of the same condition as having been observed by | that we can afford relief to the more pressing cases, 


Michels, Detmers, and others in marshy regions of e A : 
anonymous paid for an appeal in the veterinary journals, 

are of opinion that the rupture of the alveoli is a} The veterinary arse met us and inserted the appeals at 
consequence of bronchial catarrh from chill. |2 20minal rate for which we should tender our heartiest 
Knend! f ive ale f hi d th - d thanks. I should be glad if others would volunteer for 
ese, from the absence of coughing and the rapid} , further appeal at next Christmas, and again I feel 
course of the disease, thinks this view an improbable | that if we could induce someone to pay for the issue of 


the Netherlands and Belgium. Hutyra and Marek 


the sum of £3 6s. the entrance fees of a similar com- 
petition. 


sideration, and I only regret that the finances of the 
before death, and had never seen any symptoms of > es bog permit of further grants, except that of 


It would be a matter of congratulation if some other 


We have been able to obtain for two of our old 


I also recommend an allowance of 10/- a week to 


I think we may safely congratulate ourselves on the 


It is with great regret that I report the death of 


og deal to make his latter 


have other letters and applicationsfor your con- 


I again appeal to all members of the Council to do 


At last Christmas two gentlemen who wish to remain 


one.—(Berliner Tier. Woch.) 


our annual report to all the members of our profession, 
thus bringing before their notice the distress prevalent 
in the profession and the good work we are attempting 


to do, we should get some way further in carrying out 


our object. 
1 am assured that it is only from the fact that the 


VICTORIA VETERINARY BENEVOLENT FUND X 
members of the profession are not aware of these condi- 


tions that they do not subscribe «nd help us in our 


The quarterly meeti held at 10 Red Li 
q y ng was held a wg work, I only suggest this because our funds will not 


Square, on Oct. 10th, 1912. There were present: 


Messrs. W. Freeman Barrett (in the chair), rigger, | permit of this expenditure. . 

Simpson, MacCormack, Banham, Villar, Burt, Abson,| Following on the recommendation at the annual 
pS general meeting, and our consideration at the last 
Council meeting, I have to ask you to recommend the 


and signed, the Secretary presented his quarterly report, | names of say five gentlemen as a sub-committee for the 
consideration of cases of distress in Ireland. 


Spicer, h, Garnett, and Slocock. 
The minutes of the last meeting having been passed 


SEcRETARY’s ReEport. 

I have to report that we have a balance in the bank 
of £39 13s. 10d. We have interest tocome from Nor- 
wich Corporation stock £7 15s. 4d., and Consols divi- 
have liabilites estimated at £47 6s. for relief, and 


a total of £729s. 9. A subscription is due to the 
London Orphan Asylum, the past subscription has 


Appended is a list of new subscribers since our last 
meeting, totalling £15 14s. We have to thank Mr. W. 


and the Committee for the arrangement of the annual 


dinner of the College in Dublin, for a donation of | Abson, the Secretary was request 
£6 17s. being the balance of their fund. To Mr.|to the Fund as appearing in the Secretary’s report. 


Thurston, the winner of the Victoria Veterinary Benvo- 


lent Bowling Cup for £2 16s. being the entrance fees|and three 
of y, Woodbridge, for | authorised. | 


the competition and to Mr. Hea 


over the whole of Ireland who will, I believe, have 
knowledge of most of the cases which come before us, 
I need hardly point out to you that without the help of 


dend of £21 8s. 4d., making a total of £68 17s. 6d. We] such gentlemen it is quite impossible for me to make 
any satisfactory recommendation in application for 


£25 3s. 9d. for printing, postage, and general expenses, | relief. 

It is still a source of very great regret to me that we 
have not been able to make any appreciable increase in 
been £1 1s., I think we should increase this. our membership in London. 


it was decided to increase the subscription to 
Roots, a life member, for a further donation of £10 10s.| London Orphanage Asylum to two guineas. 


We should endeavour to select gentlemen distributed 


On the motion of Mr. Trigger, seconded by Mr. Burt, 


On the proposition of Mr. Trigger, Pers by Mr. 
ank the donors 


An increase of two shillings per week to Mrs. Jones, 
shillings per week to Mrs. Barford, was 
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brother’s children. 
he Secretary was requested to make further inquiries 
in this case. 
+ oa proposed by Mr. Gooch, and seconded by Mr. 
MacCormack, that the Veterinary Medical Association 
of Ireland be asked to nominate five members of our 
Fund to form a committee for the consideration and 
recommeniation of cases of application for relief in 
d. 
Ihe Council were unable to accede to further appli- 
cations for relief, the ge nag were therefore re- 
ferred to the next council meeting. ; 
The relief to all the old cases are to be continued. 
A vote of thanks to the Secretary concluded the 


meeting. 


porary allowance of ten shillings per week was 
pan Miss Horton to assist in the education of her 
T 


New SvuBSCRIBERS. 


C. E. Harwood, Islington, N. 10 
W. Roots, Boro’ Market London, 8.E. 10 10 
P. Turner, Ixworth 10 
J. F. Healy, Midleton, Cork eo 
R. J. Foreman, High Cross, Tottenham 10 
W. S. Carless, Worcester 
J Brown, Invergordon 
A. Porrett. Preston 
A. Renfrew, Broadway, Worcestershire 
T. A. Douglas, Kilmarnock 
C. W. Wilson, Berkhampstead 
D. G. Davies, Swansea 
F. Ware, c v.p., India 
S. J. Motton, Penzance 
F. E. Heath, Moseley 
Wynn Lloyd, Carnarvon 
Lieut.-Col. Griffith 
Prof. Share-Jones, Liverpool 


Arnold & Sou 
Willows & Co. } per T. G. Heatley 


H. H. Hide, Lower Edmonton 
F, A. Heney, Dublin 


to 
— 


i 


THE TRANSVAAL 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 


The eighth annual general meeting was held in Pre- 
toria on the Ist, 2nd, and 3rd August. The Association 
met in the Magistrates Court Room on the Ist, and at 
the Government Veterinary Laboratory on the two suc- 
ceeding days. The President, Mr. C. E. at occupied 
the chair, in which he was assisted by the Vice-Presi- 
dent, Mr. J. G. Bush. The other members present were 
Messrs. Geo. Lee, J. 'T. Edgar, D. T. Mitchell, James 
Chalmers, J. M. Tate, D. McCall, G. McCall, R. C. 
Garraway, G. Webster, W. G. Evans, G. May, G. Webb, 
F. J. Dunning, Thos. H. Dale, Col. Appleton, E. A. 
Hollingham, John McNeil, Dr. Theiler, W. H. Andrews, 
Daniel Kehoe, and P. Conacher, hon. sec. 

The visitors were Messrs. J. Burt-Davy. J. D. Borth- 
wick, Walter Jowett, A. H. Bedford, and W. W. King. 

Letters of apology for non-attendance from Messrs. 
W. A. Elder, M’babane, F. M. Skues, and 8. J. John- 
ston were intimated by the Secretary. 

The minutes of last general meeting were read and 
confirmed. 

Messrs. ANDREW CLARK, Germiston, and JoHN 
McNett, Krugersdorp, were duly elected to the 
membership. 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


The office-bearers and Members of Council for the 
ensuing year were elected as follows : 

President.—Mr. C. E. Gray. 

Vice-President.—Dr. ARNOLD THEILER. 

Hon Treasurer.—Mr. Jas. M. Curisty. 

Hon. Secretary.—Mr. P. CoNacHER. 

Council.— Messrs. E. A. Hollingham, E. Kellett, Thos. 
H. Dale, J. M. Tate, F. Gavin, and J. G. Bush. 

Auditors.—Messrs. E. A. Hollingham, and F. Gavin. 

The TREASURER’s statement showed that the Associa- 
tion had to its credit :—At the Savings Bank £375 
5s. 10d., at the National Bank of S.A. £45 5s. 9d. 
Total: £420 11s. 7d. The outstanding subscriptions 
amounted to £14 3s. 6d. 

The sum of Ten Guineas, as recommended by the 
Council, was voted as the Association’s subscription to 
the Arloing Memorial Fund. 


VETERINARY SURGEONS’ AcT. 


The CHAIRMAN, as a member of the Parliamentary 
Committee, informed the meeting that but little pro- 
gress been made during the year, and that it is now 
impossible that anything further could be done towards 
placing the Bill before Parliament during the present 
session, but that the Committee were consulting the 
Cape Veterinary Medical Association as to its views on 
the subject with a view to co-operation. 

Various other business items were dealt with, the 
Secretary correspondence concerning 
same, after which the meeting turned its attention to 
the following programme of papers, communications, 
discussions, and exhibits, which, with exception of Mr. 
Hollingham’s paper on Canine Distemper, were discussed 
at the Government Veterinary Laboratory on the kind 
invitation of Dr. Theiler: 

1. Canine Distemper: by Mr. E. A. Hollingham. 

2. Some of the Common Diseases of Equines of Non- 

Contagious Nature: by Mr. E. Kellett. 
3. Symptomatology and Pathology of Lamziekte: by 
Mr. B. T. Mitchell. 
. Theories concerning the cause of Lamziekte and 
Stijfziekte in Cattle: by Dr. Theiler. 
. Sweet and Zuur Veld in South Africa and their 
Compositions : by Mr. J. eo 
. Sterility and Impotence in Male mesticated 
Animals: by Mr. T. H. Dale. ’ 
. Bloedpens in Lambs: by Mr. W. H. Andrews. 
. The Sero Diagnosis applicable to Diseases of Stock 
in South Africa : by Mr. D. Kehoe. 
9. The Common Mosquitos of the Transvaal: by Mr. 
G. A. H. Bedford. 
10. A Communication on a Bone Disease of Fowls, 
with exhibit: by Mr. T. H. Dale. 

. The Symptomatology and Pathology of Snake Bites, 
with demonstration: by Mr. W. H. Andrews. 

. Discussion on the Results of Inoculation of Horses 
against ‘Horse Sickness in the practice during 
1911-1912: introduced by Dr. Theiler. 

3. A Demonstration of Jachtziekte inSheep: by Dr. 

Theiler. 

In former years, in accordance with the then existing 
— the Association held quarterly peer but it 
was found that county members could attend but rarely 
on account of the distance and the time and incon- 
venience involved in travel. At last annual meeting it 
was resolved that quarterly meetings be discontinued in 
tavour of a two or more days meeting annually, when 
subjects brought forward for discussion might be entered 
into more fully, and members might have better oppor- 
tunity for personal acqnaintance. The ~~ attendance 
and the enthusiasm displayed at this first meeting 
under the new rule indicates great success for the new 
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departure. All present evidently profited by the dis- 
cussions, and at the close it seemed to be a general 
regret that the four days had not been provided. At 
the next meeting probably more time may be arranged 
for, either by addition of another day or a few extra 
hours to each sitting, say open at 6.30 instead of 10.30 
a.m. By such an arrangement time might be found for 


a dinner, perhaps even for a picnic. 
. P. Conacher, Hon. Sec. 


CANINE DISTEMPER. 
By E. A. M.R.c.v.s., Johannesburg. 


Mr. President and Gentlemen,—I have found it by no 
means an easy task to select a subject suitable as a 
basis for a practical paper. I realised that well-worn 
arguments relating to some well-known disease would 
be neither useful or interesting, and I have consequently 
been led to submit these brief remarks on canine dis 
temper, as it is a disease which as a subject for the 
scientific investigator has naturally to take a secondary 
place to those plagues which menace our food supply, 
or which are transmissible to mankind. The literature 
is by no means voluminous and in many cases not even 
accurate, and consequently one has to depend largely 
on personal experience and observation. 

istory.—Concerning its history there is much conflict 
of opinion. Some writers assert that it was known in 
ancient Greece, and that in the year 1028 it amounted 
to an epizootic, spreading over the whole of Europe. 
Others statc that it was first imported into Spain from 
South America about 1730, and thence gradually spread 
over Europe and the East. Whichever (if either) view is 
correct is, however, more a matter of sentiment than 
practice. As with all other diseases in the old days, the 
quack had it all his own way, and very wonderful were 
some of his nostrums for its cure or prevention. Viewed 
from the modern standpoint it is by no means surprising 
that the old writers regarded it as a most fatal malady, 
some giving the } pears of deaths as high as 80. 

One of the old superstitions appears to be dying a 
very hard death ; I allude to the “worm under the 
tongue” idea, and I am even now occasionally asked to 
remove this imaginary parasite either as a prevention or 
acure. I also remember whena pupil being taught, and 
also reading, that distemper was true small-pox, and I 
have seen hundreds of puppies vaccinated with calf 
lymph asa preventive. Then, again, other professional 
men held the view (that is if they took interest enough 
tothink atall) that it was a disease that all dogs “ had 
to have,” and the sooner they had it and got it over the 
better. In fact few English veterinary surgeons in my 
young days had much time for dogs or their diseases, 
and it was even a term of reproach to be known as a 
dog doctor. This state of affairs has altered consider- 
abe, and the once despised dog doctor has now a con- 
siderable advantage over his confréres who thought it 
beneath their disnity to acquire a knowledge of canine 
diseases, for I think it is fairly certain that to whatever 
extent motors may displace equines there will not be 
seen in our day little motor dogs guarding the house or 
becoming the cherished pets of their fair owners. 

Now as tothe nature of this disease. I may say that 
for the purpose of my argument I shall describe it as a 
specific, contagious, catarrhal fever, and that the respi- 
ratory, digestive, and nervous complications are merely 
sequelz or concomitants, depending upon the environ- 
ment of the patient, its treatment, and resisting power. 
This view is not necessarily correct, and may form a 
point for discussion. 

I shall not dwell upon its bacteriological aspect as it 
is not within the province of the ordinary practitioner. 
I shall merely remark that some investigators claim to 


Period of Incubation.—On this I can speak with 

some confidence, as I have found that inoculations with 

the secretion from the nostrils or from the contents of 

= pustules will produce the disease in from six to nine 
ays. 

A veterinary surgeon does not often have the oppor- 
tunity of observing the initial symptoms, the rule Clas 
that when the patient is brought for treatment the 
disease is well established. Ihave, however, noticed in 
dogs of my own that there is a general appearance of 
ill-health, the appetite falls off, the animal is shivery, 
and listless, the nose dry, and fits of sneezing are fairly 
frequent. 

At this stage the ty EEG; be found to be any- 
thing from 103 to 105 F. In two to four days these 
symptoms will be followed by those of distinct catarrh 
of the conjunctival and nasal membrane. The latter 
soon becomes very copious and indicates that the sinuses 
are involved as well as the direct air passages. Asa 
rule this stage is complicated with disturbance of the 
disgestive functions, due to gastric and intestinal catarrh; 
these symptoms of course vary in intensity and may be 
marked by vomiting and diarrhcea. It is rather curious 
that only — do we find the biliary duct involved ; 
when this condition does exist it is shown by the ap- 
pearance of a variable degree of jaundice, and we have 
what is called the bilious form of distemper. I have an 
opinion, resulting from many observations, that with 
proper treatment the disease should only occasional} 
go beyond thisstage and become complicated by what 
have described as concomitants and sequele. 

One primary symptom, sometimes not well marked, I 
find I have omitted ; I refer to the characteristic erup- 
tion of the skin. | This is noticed on the inner side of 
the thighs and belly ax small red spots which develope 
into vesicles and pustules, disappearing in from seven 
to nine days. At the same time we often see an eczema- 
tous condition of the parts mentioned which may also 
effect the lips and lobes of the ears. 

Should the laryngeal catarrh spread to the trachea and 
bronchi, the condition of our patient becomes far more 
serious. Bronchitis is set up, respiration is quickened, 
and the cough increases. Auscultation reveals a mixed 
sound of vesicular murmurs—crackling, whistling, and 
humming. In unfavourable cases this stage may go on 
to one of pneumonia due to the blocking of the alveoli 
with catarrhal products ; the temperature may go to 
105 or 106, the difficulty of breathing is pronounced ; 
the cough, however, becomes weaker and less frequent, 
dull areas are found on auscultation, and pronounced 
blowing bronchial sounds. The dog refuses food, be- 
comes very depressed, and succumbs finally to heart 
failure. 

Complications of a nervous character are the more 
common, especially in well bred and in weakly animals. 
Sometimes they may be noticed even in the early stages 
of the disease, and may take the form of epileptiform 
seizures, chorea of various muscles, paralysis partial or 
complete, and coma. When any of these symptoms 
are well established complete recovery is rare. Chorea 
may often be controlled and limited to certain muscles, 
but it nearly always persists to some degree through 
out the life of the animal. Amaurosis, also deafness are 
occasionally met with. 

Before finishing my description of the various symp- 
toms met with in this very protean disease, | must refer 
to certain changes which take place in the eyes, such as 
suppurative conjunctivitis, corneal ulcers, which are 
generally traumatic, and opacity of the cornea. As @ 
matter of fact there are more variations and complica- 
tions in distemper than are met with in any other 
disease, and any attempt to deal exhaustively with them 
would weary you and not add one iota to the value of 
these remarks. We must remember that there is no 


have discovered a specific diplococcus and to have made 
successful inoculations with it. 


sharp dividing line between the various stages, but 
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symptoms often overlap each other. I have, how- 

ie ctieeseared briefly to present them to you in 
sort of sequence. 

Ot ieee few words in regard to diagnosis will 
not be out of place. Ordinary catarrh often attacks 
dogs, probably from chill, respiratory and digestive 
organs beconng involved. Such cases may make 
some little call on our ee Hy faculties, but should 
the symptoms be accompanied by a high temperature 
and more particularly the eruption already alluded to, 
it will be pretty safe to diagnose distemper. f 

The post-mortem appeara=ces of course vary according 
to the stage the disease had reached at the time of 
death : in all instances, however, the catarrhal condition 
is pronounced. The nasal mucous membranes are con- 
gested, thickened, and covered with pustular exudate. 
Sometimes ulcerated patches are found. All around the 
larynx, the trachea, down to and including the bronchi 
we note a similar condition. 

The lungs show patches of consolidation, and the 
bronchi are filled with pus and mucus. I have noticed 
that scattered through the lung tissue we find numbers 
of small abscesses, these are probably centres for fresh 

In the digestive tract, especially in the intestines, the 
mucous lining isthickened, covered with exudate, and 
marked with patches of extravasation, the mesenteric 
glands being enlarged and watery. In the nervous sys- 
tem whatever changes take place I rd as a subject 
for the laboratory worker rather than the practitioner. 
All that is apparent to the naked eye is the presence of a 

uantity of serous fluid in the ventricle of the brain, 

e substance of which is softer than normal, and the 
existence of a number of scattered hemorrhagic points 
throughout the the brain substance. 

Treatment.—In regard to treatment it is obvious that 
the therapeutics must vary with the symptoms, but 
there can a no two opinions as to the value of 
nursing. The patient should have warm, well ventila- 
ted quarters, sunlight has a good effect, shade being 

vided when necessary, the nostrils and eyes reqnire 

uent cleansing with some antiseptic solution. The 
food should be nourishing and easily digested. Should 
the appetite be entirely or nearly lost, I find Byno- 
hemoglobin given every two or three hours to be a 
most valuable nutrient. Meat and its products are the 
most useful class of food—crushed biscuits or bread 
may be added. Whilst on this subject I shall advance 
an opinion founded on much observation that meat is 
far too sparingly allowed to dogs both in health and 
disease. It seems to be overlooked that the dog isa 
carnivora, and that meat is its natural food, and although 
domestication imposes limits to its use, yet when it is 
withheld or given too sparingly the animal's condition 
is never so good, and its resisting power to disease is 
much diminished. 

Coming now to therapeutics as apart from general 
treatment, 1 may say that in the commonest form of 
the disease, namely, as shown by catarrh of the nostrils 
and eyes, together with ss disturbance, I have 
found the vegetable charcoal a valuable agent, it appears 
to act as a general disinfectant of the digestive tract, 
and if combined with aspirin or antipyrine and camphor, 
any other medicine is seldom required. Should the 
cough be troublesome the aspirin may be omitted and 
pot. nit. and ext. bellad. substituted, given in the form 
of a pill twice on. te 

omiting, which is sometimes present, is a most 
annoying complication, it simply means that neither 
ood or drugs will be retained until the gastritis is con- 
trolled. Although the patient is usually very thirsty, I 
— allow water sparingly, in small quantities, very 

and at frequent intervals. I have found nepenthe 
alone, or the liq. bismuth et ammon. cit. to be the best 
medicines for this condition. Should the cough increase 


and chest sounds become augesent, I use ammonia in 
the form of carbonate, together with spts. chlor. and 
strophanthus or belladonna. Vinum ipecac. x. to xxx 
may also be used and continued if found useful. Should 
the lungs become more invaded I recommend hot com- 
presses to the chest walls, with full doses of stimulants 
and nutrient foods in a concentrated form. 

In this disease, especially in its initial stages, I don’t 
think high temperatures should be treated too seriously. 
Antipyretics should be exhibited with some degree of 
caution, for it should be remembered that the disease 
has to run its course, and that the temperature is 
simply one of the manifestations of the resistance of the 
organism, therefore special antipyretic treatment is 
seldom required. 

The treatment for the conjunctivitis and its complica- 
tions must be of an antiseptic and soothing character. 
Personally, I have had the best results from a combina- 
tion of acid boracic and chinosol, alternated with eye 
drops of cocaine or atropine, should the irritation 
severe and cause the patient to scratch and rub the 
parts, asif this is not checked injuries to the cornea 
and other structures are caused, and destructive ulcera- 
tions set up. 

With reference to the treatment of the various 
nervous complications and sequel, I find my natural 
diffidence strongly asserting itself, and I am not pre- 
pared to put forward any line of treatment as a general 
panacea. We must be guided by circumstances. In 
those cases where chorea occurs as a primary symptom, 
I have had good results from the free exhibition of the 
bromides. In other instances where it developes after 
the catarrhal symptoms are established, I only use nerve 
sedatives if the spasms are severe, and I defer special 
treatment until the other symptoms abate and tempera- 
ture falls. I then recommend attention to improve 
the general health, such as nutritious diet (in which 


good|milk may be included), dialysed iron and arsenic, 


alternated with Fellowe’s syrup. 

I have tried electricity, but with negative results. 

I think I remarked before that a complete cure is un- 
common. The so-called distemper fits which sometimes 
complicate a case must be treated with the bromides— 
the result will depend largely on the duration and 
severity of the attacks ; if severe and frequent death 
usually results, or if not, we often find such permanent 
brain and nerve derangement as to make the animal 
useless either for sport or pleasure. 

In bringing these rather sketchy remarks to a close, I 
may point out that the exigencies of a private practice 
toa t extent preclude the amplification and polish- 
ing of a paper. have, however, endeavoured briefly 
to bring to your notice the salient features of this 
disease, and have every hope that some real good may 
result from your discussion. 


Claim against a Veterinary Surgeon, 


This claim was for damages for alleged negligence, 
heard at Watford County Court, before his Honour 
Judge Scully, on Monday, November 4th. The plaintiff 
was Mr. Claud Francis Goddard, auctioneer, and sur- 
veyor, Piccadilly, and the defendant, Mr. Edward R. 
Sherren, veterinary surgeon, Stanmore. 

Lord Tiverton (instructed by Mr. Theodore Goddard) 
was for the plaintiff, and Mr. Compton Smith (instruct- 
ed by Mr. F. H Brown) for the defendant. 

Plaintiff said that in May he left a brown hunter mare 
with Mr. Sherren at 5s. per week for grazing. On June 
15th he took defendant to his stables and showed him a 
bay gelding, which was afterwards sent to Stanmore to 
be blistered. While talking over the telephone on June 
26th defendant told him the bay had been tied up, and 
had got his off fore leg over a chain, and had torn the 
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leg open from the knee to the fetlock, and seven or 
eight stitches had had to be put in. Defendant said it ; i : | 
was not serious, and minimised the whole affair On/a way that it looked impossible for it to get its leg over 
June 29th witness sent a groom down for the brown ever 

mare. He found her in a starving condition. When | and had tied up hundreds in this way. Witness left the 
she went to defendant’s place she was fat and well. He} stable that morning at 8 o'clock, and at 10 minutes past 
had not been able to use her for hunting since, but she} 8 his man Kirby fetched him. The horse had got its 


was filling out with careful treatment. The bay he | leg over the chain, and a released it by cutting 


bought at Tattersall’s for £40 in April, and was very|through the head collar. 
He offered it to Mr. Sherren| wound. When Mr. Goddard spoke of taking the brown 


or £55. The horse was very showy, with extraordin-| mare back again, witness advised him to leave her at 
least another ten weeks, but he would not. Witness 


and witness afterwards valued the horse at £80, as it| explained to the plaintiff that what happened to the 


leased with his bargain. 


arily high action. Defendant did not accept the offer, 


improved in London traffic. The scar on its leg depre-| bay was an unavoidable accident. Witness valued the 


ciated its value b 
: Witness had written to thank defen- 


bay at £25. 


dant for the splendid condition in which he returned | bay was rearing and 7 neeoe when he got en- 
e 


two other horses. If witness had seen the chain (now | tangled with the chain. 


produced) with which the bay was tied up in the stable | horse scratch its ear with its hind leg.” 


after blistering he would have forbidden its use. De-| The Judge: I haven’t, except in the music halls, 


fendant did not warn him that the brown mare, having | (Laughter). 


been out to grass, was not in condition to use, but wit- 


Mr. John Bransgrove, Marsh Farm, Stanmore, deposed 
meadows, 


of course, recognised that she would want “corn-|that the brown mare was put in one of his 
He last saw the bay about three | When she came in she was very grogsy 


ing” for a few days. 
d he could not say whether its action was 


ted. 
Re-examined : He suggested that the bay should 


have been tied up in a stall, and that leathers or ropes | breakfast in the harness room he heard a scuffle. 


should have been used, and not chains. 


went into the stable, and found the bay with one 


Mr. John Wilson Brownless, veterinary surgeon,|over the chain. Witness cut the head collar, and 


Kensington, said that he was called in on June 20t 


to see the brown mare; he found her very poor and ing up “like a rabbit.” (Laughter). 


weak, and the impression he got was that she had not 
had enough food. He went to Mr. Sherren’s on June 


30th to see the Iding. There was a lacerated 


f the fore leg between the knee | would not put it on its tail ! ” 

Defendant told him that the| Mr. Sydney Villar, veterinary surgeon, Harrow, said 
horse had been fastened up by chain in the loose box | that he thought the bay was tied up in an absolutely 
and presumably tore its leg on the chain. Personally, proper “~~ ee he had a big infir he used 

It. 


wound on the outsi 
and the fetlock joint. 


witness would 


ve rise to irritation and pain, and a loose box 


to a chain in the tackle | chains. 


and the accident occurred on the 2Ist. The horse was 
fed at 6.30 a.m., was turned round, and tied up in such 


the chain. ‘Witness had never had a similar accident, 


itness attended to the 


n cross-examination, witness said that he thought the 


, “I have known a 


John Kirby, who is in the employ o " defendant, said 
that he tied the bay up in the same way as he had tied 
up scores of other horses. When he was having his 


h | the hook out of the horse’s leg. The horse was stand- 
n cross-examination, witness caused considerable 


laughter by his replies. One retort to counsel, in refer- 
ence to the position of the bridle, was, “Well, sir, you 


the blemish the bay was worth only £2 


t was proper to fasten up| less than beforethe accident As to the ‘brown mare, it 
in a loose box a horse which had been blistered. Blis- | was not wise to work her so soon. 


a horse too much space for movement. got its leg over. 


Cross-examined : No horse was fit to work when 


coming straight from grazing. 
You do not say that because Mr. Sherren tied this} Mr. Newman, horse 
in a loose box instead of in a stall he was 


guilty of negligence !—I do not say so. It is a matter of | the ba 


opinion which is the better. 


that he was negligent in using a chain instead of | to see the bay 


a rope ’—No. I prefer a rope, 
In reply to further questions, witness put the value | established, an 


and I cannot say more. The Judge : My view is that negligence has not been 
the 


of the bay at from £40 to £45. Hethought the blemish | irrelevant. 


reduced its value to £30. 
Mr. Urquhart, veterinary surgeon, Maida Vale, said 


that it would be careless to tie up a horse so that it| the unexpected happened sometimes. 
He preferred a stall toa} Lord Tiverton: There are certain things which can- 
orse which had been blistered. not happen because they are physically impossible. 


could get its leg over a chain. 


Mr. William Hunting, of Chelsea, also a veterinary} The Judge: I hesitate to admit that. (Laughter). 


surgeon, stated that the best way of tying up a horse| Look at wireless telegraphy 


after blistering was to put him in a stall with two pillar 


Lord Tiverton : But a foot of chain is still a foot. 


reins. 
The man who fetched the brown mare from Mr.| into all sorts of impossible knots. 


Sherren’s stated that she was so weak that he had to get 
off her back and walk her. 

Cross-examined :- He rode her two miles out of Stan- 
more, and led her the rest of the way to Putney. 


practice as a veterinary surgeon for FE fyge~ Bey this | she was not in a better condition was that the plainti 


was the first complaint he had ever 


mare was blistered on four legs, and was turned out 


with others in a ten acre field where there was excellent 
pasture. The bay gelding was blistered on June 19th, 


e brown | took her away too soon. 


\ 


4 


Cross examined : It was a puzzle tohim how the bay 


Mr. Frederick Trewin, veterinary surgeon, of Watford, 
said that the way the bay was tied up was perfectly safe. 
ealer, of Cricklewood, did not 


think the blemish made any difference in the value of 
Mr. Sicaten Smith asked if his Honour would care 


refore a view of the horse is quite 


In the.course of a long legal discussion, his Honour 
remarked, in reference to the accident to the bay, that 


The Judge : A horse that is struggling may tie itself 


His Honour found for the defendant on the claim 
and also on a counter-claim for £27 11s.6d. He said 
that it was certainly not proved that Mr. Sherren tied up 
the bay horse in an improper way. On the contrary, 
Tae D there was good evidence to show that the method he 

SB EEC. employed was frequently adopted by persons of skill 


The defendant said that he had been at Stanmore in|and knowledge. As to the brown mare, the reason be | 


Lord Tiverton asked for a stay of 14 days with a view 
ted.— The 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 ro 1911, SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Outbreaks 


Aothrax. Foot- 
and-Mouth 
Disease. 


Glanders 

Parasitic | Sheep 

(including | “Mange. | Scab.| Swine Fever. 
Farcy) 


Period. 


>, | Out- 
Con-| Re- 
|tirm’d| ported reaks| 


mals. mals. |breaks| mals. 


Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- | Out- Slaugh: 
breaks. tered. 


BRITAIN. 
ended Nov. 16 


24 44 


week in 


Corresponding 
1 


Total for 4€ weeks, 1912 157 


636 161 2554 | 5416 


| 972 


| 
| 
1911 


Corresponding | 1910 1290 1539 
period in 1909 1145 1493 


467 | 188 458 339 |: 26299 
15 827) 945 385 12251 
1 482 | 1651 | 526 13233 


+ Counties affected, animals attacked: London 2, Middlesex 2. 


Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, Nov. 19, 1912. 


IRELAND. Week ended Nov. 16 


Outbreaks 


1911... 
Corresponding Week in | 1910 ... 


14 


Total for 46 weeks, 1912 3 


59 314 


3 
1911... 9 16 

Corresponding period in {3910 on 7 ll 
1909 ... 8 3 


2 3 538 294 
1 2 63 395 
70 349 


+ These figures include animals slaughtered and found affected on post-mortem examination. 


Depurtment of Agricuiture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Veterinary Branch), Dublin, Nov. 18, 1912 
* As Diseased or Exposed to Infection 


Nore.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only 


The last of the Sussex Draught Oxen. 


What is believed to be the last team of draught oxen 
in Sussex was sold recently at Housedean Farm, near 
Lewes. The oxen, which were used on the South Downs 
were under the care of Mr. Frank Richardson, an 
teamster. They were sold in four pairs, and brought 
from £37 to £46 per pair, The wooden yoke has been 
purchased by the Mayor of Brighton, who will present 
it to the Brighton Museum. : 


In several parts of Scotland cattle are still employed for 


ploughing Mr. Chrichton, Overton of Bonnie Kelly, in | 4}, 
the Newbyt 


f h district of Aberdeenshire, ploughs with a 
mixed team—in this case a horse and a shorthorn cross 
cow. This system still prevails in some of the high-lying 
small farms in the Buchan district, and elsewhere in the 
north, where a horse and an ox or cow are used to work 
30 to 35 acre farms, and in some cases holders with 
smaller acreage utilise a pair of cows for the purpose of 
cultivation. Ox labour especially is found to “ a profit- 
able one on these small holdings. A bullock rising two 
is worked in the spring, grazed in the summer, and 

n yoked again in the autumn, but by that time a 
younger one is being trained as his successor. By the 
time oo ag finished the first bullock it ready to go 
to the butcher. In harness the cattle beast is always 
put on the left side of the horse ; and walks on the un- 

ed land, which brings the pair more on a level, 
and so equalises the draught. If small holdings are to 
merease there may be an increase in this mixed team 
cultivation. In past years much of the land recla: 
tion in the n of Scotland was done with oxen, 
although slow, they were much more useful than horses. 


The latter when the plough struck a big stone or aburied - 
bculder were apt, if young or spirited, to splutter at the 
stop , and harness (not to mentiou worse troubles), 
usually suffered : with oxen there was no risk of this 
kind ; the patient animals simply stood still when they 
came to a difficulty, and no damage was done. Since 
reclamation work stopped, the oxen kept as such for 
ploughing have. largely gone out of fashion, and now 
there is hardly such a thing to be seen us a = plough- 
ing. Onthe Continent, oxen are still regular Sana 8 
in farm work, and pictures of the nt Balkan War 
show that much of the haulage and commissariat work 
is Pn ly by patient and easily handled animals of 
is c. 


Infectivity of Rabies 
At a meeting of the Hungarian physicians and 
natural historians at Budapest, the question of a time 
limit with regard to infection from rabies was discussed 
by Dr. Konradi, who described his efforts to discover 
how long the body of a dog which has died of hydro- 
phobia remains infective. Having been called into 
court to pronounce judgment on a dog buried three 
months previously, he found that no experiments had 
ever been made for the pu of settling once and for 
all how long the infection lasts in such cases. He was 
obliged, therefore, to bury for a certain period the bodies 
of dogs and rabbits which had died of rabies, and from 
them perform, at stated intervals, intra-muscular and 
intra-arachnoidal inoculations on other animals. By 
these means he was able to prove to the satisfaction of 
the court that in this instance the earth does not act as 
a disinfectant, and that even at the end of three months 
the body of the dead animal is only a little less infective 


than the very day it was buried. 
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The Glasgow Veterinary Coll. (Incorporated.) 
Mr. Alex Russell a on Thursday, Nov. 14th, 
Guild 


Court on behalf of the 


at the Glasgow Dean o j h 
craving leave to make certain 


Governors of the Coll 


was granted. The alterations are very extensive, and 
will practically renovate the whole building and lecture 
rooms. There are also included a new bacteriological 
lecture room, chemistry room, waiting room, board room, 
students’ library and reading room, and lavatory accom- 
modation. The total cost is expected to reach the sum 
of £2,200. 


Action against a V.S, 


At Skibbereen portal Sessions before His Honour 
Judge Bird, K.c,, Patrick Donovan, Gortyowen, sued 
Daniel Barry, v.s., Skibbereen, for £20 damages for that 
the defendant in the month of July, undertook and 
agreed to castrate a horse, plaintiff's property, and so 
tied the horse that he broke his leg and had to be des- 


troyed. 

Mr. J. M. Burke, B.L. instructed by Mr. P. J. Collins, 
= appeared for the plaintiff, and Mr. J. T. Wolfe 
or the defendant. 

The plaintiff swore that in the month of July he had 
a colt, and sent for Mr. Barry for the purposes of cas- 
tration. Mr. Barry was accompanied by his man, and 
they bound thehorse. Mahony, Mr. Barry’s man, bound 
one side of the horse, and witness complained of the 
way Mr. Barry bound his side. During the operation 
the horse kicked the legs at the side Mr. Barry boun 
and broke its leg, and it had to be shot. 

To Mr. Wolfe: The colt was four years old. I had 
him sold. The animal was quiet 

John Donovan swore he was present, and saw the 
horse bound. The plaintiff called Mr. Barry’s attention 
to the side bound, and he said it was all right. The 
colt broke his leg afterwards. 

Patrick Mahony corroborated, as did also Daniel 
Gorman and John Regan. 

Mr. Wolfe said this was a very important case for Mr. 
Barry, who was starting life as a —e professional 
man. Three or four witnesses came up there and told 
a carefull ae pee story. They did not tell the truth, 
because the colt was not tied in the way they deposed to. 
Mr. Barry was there a fully qualified veterinary surgeon, 
and was approved of by the Department of Agriculture. 
It was well known that in castration there were several 
accidents from time to time, and that horses’ legs were 
broken. Mr. Barry performed this operation over and 
over again, and upto that day he had the unique ex- 
perience of not having had an accident. The question 
of the age of the animal come into that case, as a four- 
year-old colt was difficult to deal with. Mr. Barry used 
extraordinary skill and judgment in this case, because 
he insisted on having six men assisting him. Mahony, 
who assisted in tying the colt, had years of experience, 
as he was in the employment of veterinary surgeons. 
This operatiion was performed in the way it was always 
done. Mr. had no recollection of anything being 
said to him as s the manner in which he tied the 
colt’s legs, but if there was anything said he would not 
have taken the slightest notice of it. Accidents of that 
kind Sappeced in castration. 

Mr. Daniel Barry, to Mr. Wolfe, swore that he had a 

t many operations of that kind since he came there. 
rations for castration were frequently attended by 
accidents, such as broken back, broken leg, and broken 
neck. Up to the time of that case witness never had an 
accident. On account of the colt being four years old 
witness was exceedingly careful about him, and had the 


Witness sent plaintiff looking for help. 
good deal of experience at this business. Mahony bound 
one side, and witness the other. 
animal in the way it was always done. When 


broken. I did not sa 


uired six men to knock down a four Faced olds colt, 
ony had a 


Witness bound the 
rform- 


alterations on the College buildings. The application ing Ene operation the leg snapped between the knee and 


To Mr. Burke: It was the leg tied by me that 
to Donovan only for the horse 


being quiet I would have bound him better. He said 


something about the horse’s legs being loose, and wit- 


ness said he was ‘properly tied, and that there was no 


such thing as the horse being tied loosely. The way | 


ocr bags the operation was a safer way than by 
obbles. I bound the animal in the same way as ; 
ohn Mahony swore he was helping veterinary sur- 
ns from time to time. He corroborated Mr. Barry. 
e did not tie as tidily as Mr. ae 
To Mr. Burke: I would not say Mr. Barry’s side was 


tighter than mine. I heard no remark as to the way the 


horse was tied. 
His Honour: I don’t think there was any negligence 
in this case, and I will give a D. O. Mi—Southern Star 


“Sweet Bloom" Filly—Appeal. 


In the Court of Session on Tuesday, October 29th, 
Counsel were heard in an appeal by John Pollock, 
farmer, Papermill Farm, Langside, the pursuer in an 
action — John Berwick, farmer, residing at Albany 
Bank, Dumfries, for payment of £100, the price ofa 
two-year-old Clydesdale filly of the riame of “Sweet 
Bloom,” which the pursuer sold to the defender on 20th 
June, 1911, and delivered on 3rd July, the filly being 
sound, and guaranteed as such by the pursuer. The 
defender maintained that the filly was suffering from 
ringbone, and that he was entitled to reject it. The 
Sheriff-Substitute found that the defender, having pur- 
chased the filly from the pursuer on an express guarantee 
of soundness, and the filly being unsound, the defender 
was entitled to reject her. He therefore assoilzied the 
defender, with expenses. 

Their Lordships took the case to avizandum. 

The Division dismissed the appeal with expenses, and 
remitted to the Sheriff to deal with a question of certify- 
ing skilled witnesses. 

The Presiding judges were Lord Dunedin, Lord John- 
ston, and Lord Cullen. 

Counsel for the Pursuer and Appellant—Mr. M q 
K.c., and Mr. Macquisten. Agent—R. S. Carmichael 
8.8.C. 

Counsel for the Defender and Respondent — Mr. 
Wilson, k.c., and Mr. J. A. Christie. Agents—Lister 
Shand and Lindsay, s.s.c. 

[Proof and interlocutor appeared in our issues of Nov, 

18th, Dec. 2nd, 1911 : pp. 312, 343, July 6th, 1912, p. 3}. 


Spillane v. M‘Sweeney—Judgment. 


The Recorder gave judgment in the case of Spillane 
v. M‘Sweeney, [which rg in our issue of Nov. 2nd, 
p. 264] heard at the last Quarter Sessions. Having 
reviewed the evidence, he said that Mr. M‘Sweeney in 
the treatment of the horse was not lacking at all in care. 
He did not think there was any negligence, but 
was want of judgment, knowledge, and skill, and if Mr. 
M‘Sweeney was a veterinary surgeon, he (the Recorder) 
would have no hesitation in holding him liable for the 
loss of the horse. But Mr. M‘Sweeney was nota veteri- 
nary surgeon. Whatever was done was done as a 
of the joint discussion between the plaintiff and the 
defendant, and Spillane assented to it. He was unable 


plaintiff, Mahony, himself, and three others. It 


to discover in the evidence any ground upon which he 
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could describe that Mr. M‘Sweeney was lacking in any 
uality or any undertaking that he professed to give to 
qa illane. He did not think that the defendant fell 
short of any knowledge or judgment, or skill which he 
oven f to Mr. Spillane. He therefore held that 
Mr. M‘Sweeney had not incurred any liability, and he 
would dismiss the action. ha 
Mr. B. C. Galvin, solicitor, pew for the plaintiff, 
and Dr. H. A. Wynne for the defendant. 


New Horse Census, 


The idea of this census is that the War Office, now 
deprived of the 20,000 or so omnibus horses on which 
they used to rely, should be able at once to put. their 
hand on the sort of horse required. The present inten- 
tion is to en the services of local men, where possi- 
ble the master of foxhounds, to overlook and purchase 
these horses if they should be required in an emergency. 
The horses are cla’ precisely according to their suit- 
ability for cavalry, for artillery, or for transport. Where 
the farmer or the vicar wishes to sell a likely animal] the 
War Office offers to send down a remount officer. The 
idea is excellent, but the old trouble holds that foreign 
Governments are giving 20 per cent. higher prices than 
our War Office.—Daily Mail. 


Horseflesh as Food. ; 


At a meeting of the Hungarian physicians and 
natural historians at Budapest, the use of horseflesh as 
an article of diet was advocated by Dr. Szalkay, who 
described it as being at once wholesome and nourishing. 
It was necessary, however, to overcome the prejudices 
of the lower classes and teach them its true value as a 
foodstuff, and for this purpose he suggested the distri- 
bution of free pamphlets on the subject about the streets 
and the erection by the municipal authorities of restaur- 
ants where horseflesh should be a usual dish at the table 
W@héte meals. 


Sterilisation of the Skin. 
Capt. Conn CLARKE, R.A.M.C., writes in The British 


Medical Jonrnal :— 


“Mercury perchloride in methylated - og (strength 1 
in 500) is a more powerful antiseptic than tincture of 
iodine, and has practically none of its disadvantages. 
Tt can be painted all over the penis, scrotum, anus, etc., 


and causes only a slight burning sensation when first | “ 


applied. It can be freely used, and no local inflammation 
results as long as the — is allowed to evaporate. A 
small superficial burn, however, is caused by the spirit 
solution if a swab or towel soaked with it is left for a 
time in contact with the patient’s skin. The perchloride 
solution does not stain clothing or towels, and no irritat- 
ing vapour is given off as it dries on the skin. As an 
antiseptic the perchloride solution is very efficient, and 
no preparatory dressing of the skin is required before 
operation. 

The skin is painted or swabbed over twice with spirit 
and perchloride solution with an interval of ten minutes 
immediately before the commencement of the operation. 
(In the human subject a hot bath and a shave the day 
before the operation if necessary). 

A final swab over with watery lotion is advisable, for 
any excess of spirit solution left between the folds of the 
skin causes a superficial burn. 

A record is given of 102 operations performed without 
ag pperetory dressing. The skin in each case was 
— when the patient was placed on the operating 


: Seven of the appendicitis cases were of the suppura- 
tive or gangrenous variety, and in these cases the 


wounds naturally healed by granulation. In all the 
other cases the wounds healed aseptically, and no case of 
suppuration occurred.” 


Writing on iodine as a dressing for operation wounds, 
Mr. Frank CoLE MADDEN, M.D. MELB., F.R.C.S., ENG., 
Professor of Surgery, Egyptian Governmnnt School of 
Medicine ; Senior Surgeon, Kasr-el-ainy Hospital, Cairo, 
says :— 

“ My experience of iodine as a first dressing for recent 
cases of lacerated, and particularly dirty, wounds, has 
been decidedly happy, and the preparation of cases for 
operation by the same solution is now my routine 
practice. 

I had already adopted the practice of painting wounds 
with iodine at the conclusion of the operation before 
applying the dressings, but it is oy during the last two 
months that I have, in every possible case, both in hos- 
pital and private practice, used iodine as the sole dress- 
ing, with the most satisfactory results. 

It appeared to me that working, as one does, on 
some of the dirtiest skins possible to imagine—those of 
the Ezyptian fellah—the method would have an oppor- 
tunity of justifying itself, and proving the claims so 
eloquently put forward on its behalf: and I must admit 
at once that it has completely established its position.” 


Fleet-surgeon FREDERICK J. A. Dauron, Royal Naval 
Hospital, Plymouth, says :— 

“T have used iodine as the sole dressing for operation 
wounds in every clean case admitted to my wards for 
operation, 77 in number, during the three months, Feb. 
6th to May 6th, 1912. 

After this experience of it at the Royal Naval Hospital, 
Plymouth, I am convinced of its efficiency and economy. 
It certainly does away with any anxiety for the operator, 
as to whether the skin has been properly prepared for 
operation or not, and italso seems more scientific to seal 
up any micro-organisms present in the skin during the 
healing of the wound by means of tincture of iodine, 
than to encourage them to come out of their lair in 
sebaceous duct or hair follicle, into the genial warmth 
produced by a bulky aseptic dressing.” 


The Limits of Pathology. 


In the Harveian Oration, at the Royal College of 

careers, given this year by Sir James Goodhart, on 

e Passing of Morbid Anatomy,” occurs the follow- 
ing 

“Tt used to be said that acute disease is mostly an 
outburst from a chronic one. This is but very imper- 
fectly true. It is true that many an acute attack of 
disease is supposed to be de novo, when, as a fact, fur- 
ther investigation proves that it has followed upon pre- 
ating Sona. But then these in their turn have 
come about in so insidious a manner that they have 
never been capable of recognition as disease at all, and 
I am here ay to contend that the future of patho- 
logy will be a physiological one, the study of erratic 
function that has confirmed itself into an habitually 
baneful one. And I see no reason for limiting the 
vathology thus engendered to function only. Se is 
surely permissible to hold that morbid function may 
bring about structural change. There is not an organ of 
the body of which this is not true, but how largely and 
obviously so when applied to the brain! A large part 
of the structural disease of the brain is led up to by 
slow and insidious misapplications of thought and 
action that ultimately declare themselves as pronounced 
disease, insanity thus becoming a cancer-like mood of 
the cells of thought, as well as a mood of growth,— 


Brit. Med. Jour, 


was 
the 
nce 
Star 
ath, 
an 
an 
veet 
20th 
ing 
rom 
The 
pur- 
ntee 
der 
ael, 
ane 
nd, 
ing 
y in 
are. 
ere 
Mr. 
jer) 
the 
eri- 
sult 
ble 
he 
UMI 


316 THE VETERINARY RECORD November 23, 1912 


REVIEW. 


Text-Book or Meat Hycrenr, witn Specrat Con- 
SIDERATION OF ANTE-MORTEM AND Post-MoRTEM 
INSPECTION OF Foop-PRODUCING ANIMALS. — By 
Ricuarp EDELMANN, PH.D., Royal State Veteri- 
narian of Saxony, Professor at the Royal Veterinary 
High School in Dresden. Authorised translation, 
revised for America MOHLER, A.M., V.M.D. 
Chief of Pathological Division, U.S. Bureau of Animal 
Industry, and ErcHorn, D.v.s, Senior Bac- 
teriologist. Royal 8vo., cloth lettered, pp. vj.+376, 
with 152 illustrations and five colou plates, no 
advts. Printed in America. Price 21/- net. J. & A. 
Churchill, 7 Great Marlborough Street. 


This edition of a well-known German work, in addi- 
tion to mere translation, has undergone very considera- 
ble modification to suit American requirements. The 
result, in one direction, is unfortunate for British 
readers. Quite rightly—from the American point of 
view—a great deal of space has been devoted to the 
regulations and procedure in the United States, and 
the work contains much matter which, 
though indispensable to the inspector in that country 
is only useful to readers elsewhere for purposes of 
comparison. 

e main body of the work, however, will be very 
useful to almost all who are concerned with meat 
inspection. Every department of the subject is dealt 
with, including the morphology and chemistry of the 
chief tissues and organs, the preparation and conserva- 
tion of meat, abnormal conditions, diseases, and post- 
mortem changes in meat, the inspection of preserved 
meat, poultry, game, fish, etc., meat poisonin and 
abattoirs and stockyards. Obviously, therefore, no 
single subject could have been dealt with in very great 
fullness of detail in a work of this size. and indeed, as 
the book is intended as a practical guide to inspectors 
as well as a text-book for students and veterinarians, 
this was scarcely desirable. But taking the work asa 
whole, it may safely be said than an excellent, if perhaps 
somewhat academical, resumé of the essentials of all 
the many and varied subjects incladed under the title 
has been given. Here and there, as is inevitable ina 
work of this scope, we come upon points open to criti- 
cism—Johne’s disease, for instance, is surely worthy of 
more attention than a mere footnote of four lines point- 
ing out the real nature of its lesions, which are included 
above amongst those of tuberculosis. Nevertheless, 
while serge no feature of very remarkable merit, 
the volume will be a useful handbook to those for whom 


it is intended. 
W. R. C. 


Responsibility for a Horse's Death. 


Sheriff P. J. Blair has just issued his judgment in 
Hoag | Sheriff Court in an action for damages raised by 
Mr. W. R. Houston, contractor, Howwood, against Mr. 
David Drummond, farmer rabar, Lochwinnoch. 
Pursuer gratuitously lent defender a horse, which died 
while in the latter’s py 

The Sheriff has held that in those circumstances the 
defender must prove that the horse’s death was not due 
to negligence on his part, and that as he had failed to 
do so he must pay the pursuer the value of the animal. 
It was averred by the pursuer that the cause of death 

rly, or rather, giving it and improper an 
the Sheriff in the note to his interlocutor stated that 
the whole root of the question turned on those points. 


the bowel, which would be caused by improper feeding 
One of the veterinary ness said that as soon ag he 
noticed the hay in the stall he took it up and smelt it, 
and put it away because it smelt musty. All the 

he saw was the same, and his own horse, tem y 
ut up in the next stall, positively refused to look at it, 
ut what was more important was that he formed the 
impression at the time, and said so to the pursuer before 
the post-mortem, that the cause of death was due to the 
hay, and that it had caused a twist in the bowel, and 
that the bowel would be found to be full of im 

hay. This turned out to bethecase. The Sheriff found 
the defender liable in the price of the animal—£49. 


Charge of illtreating a Horse.—Dismissed, 


At Lambeth Police Court Jas. Ballard, a contractor, of 
Creek Rd., Deptford, was summoned by the Royal Soci 
for the Prevenjion of Cruelty to Animals for permitting 
unnecessary suffering to a horse. There were sum- 
monses against Mr. Ballard’s carman, Joseph Wright, 
and his horsekeeper, John Smith. 
Inspector Hawkins, an officer of the Society, stated 
that on September 23rd at Brixton Hill, he saw Wright 
in charge of a pair of horses attached to a van laden with 
timber. Wright was beating the offside horse. The 
gross weight of the load was 4 tons 10cwt. He examined 
the horses. The offside horse was in fair bodily condi- 
tion, but had four large wheals and was lame in both 
fore feet. Next day the witness saw Mr. Ballard, who 
said he did not see the horses go out, and added, “My 
horsekeeper does that, and he is responsible.” 
Evidence having been given by veterinary surgeons 
both for the prosecution and for the defence, Mr. Bag- 
llay caine to the conclusion that the case had broken 
» sca He thought it unfortunate that the Society 
should have summoned Mr. Ballard, for, although the 
new Act very properly cast responsibility upon an 
owner who was _ grossly careless, the evidence must_be 
very definite. Here there was no suggestion that Mr. 
Ballard could possibly have known what load would be 
put on, what hill the horses would have to go up, or 
even what horse was going to be sent. To say that in 
such a case an owner was responsible was a 
things far too far. The summons against Mr. 
wold be dismissed with £2 2s. costs, and the sum- 
monses against Wright and Smith would also be dis- 
missed.— The Times. 


PARLIAMENTARY. 


BoarRD OF ARICULTURE JOURNAL (ADVERTISEMENTS). 
In the House of Commons, on Thursday, Nov. 14. 


Mr. Batnurstasked the President of the Board of 
Agriculture whether he is aware that several advertise- 
ments of quack medicines and appliances, which are 
condemned by the veterinary profession, appear. 
larly in the Board’s Journal ; and whether, in t 
interests of farmers, who regard such remedies as having 
the imprimatur of the Board, as well as of the said pro- 
fession, he will cause such advertisements to be dis 
continued ? 

Mr. Runciman : All arrangements with rd to the 
publication of advertisements in the Board’s Journal are 
in the hands of the advertisement agent, subject to the 
right of the Board to reject any advertisements which 
they may consider objectionable. I think that readers 
of the Journal generally understand that the Board 
accept no responsibility for statements made in the 
advertisements, and I have no reason to suppose 


It was beyond doubt that the animal died of twist in 


they are less competent than other people to estimate 
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the value of such statements. But I will c»nsider the 
of inserting a definite disclaimer of responsi- 

alf of the Board in future issues of the 

J 4 uld, in my opinion, detract from the 
usefulness of the Journal to exclude advertiseinents 


Reserve of Horses for the Army. 


The Secretary of the War Office announces tnat, with 
the object of encouraging owners to keep horses suitable 
for artiller rposes, a special category of the horse 
reserve will S formed immediately. n annual sub- 
sidy of £4—payable half-yearly in arrear—will be given 
foreach horse accepted for this category. es aed 
tions for the registration of horses shontd be addressed 
to the Director of Remounts, War Offiee, Whitehall, s.w. 


The Optophone.”’ 


At the annual meeting of the British Medical Asso- 
ciation in Liverpool, Mr. Jameson Evans, Birmingham, 
gave a demonstration of the “optophone,” an instru- 
ment devised by Mr. D’Albe, of Birmingham, which had 
the property of rendering light radiations audible to the 

The instrument was a selenium photometer. The 
sensitive plates were set in the circuit of an_ electric 
battery, so that variations in the condition of the plate 
by light varied the current and caused it to work a 
rachet. The rate and strength of the sound indicated 
variations in the light, which could be apprecioted by 
blind people. At present, he said, it was a toy, but it 
had possibilities. 


Personal, 


His Majesty the King has been graciously pleased to 

t the sole appointment as his canine surgeons to 

Mir. Alfred J. Sewell, M.R.C.V.S., F.M.S., F.Z.8., and Mr. 

Frederick W. Cousens, M.R.C.V.S., F.L.S., F.Z.8. (Sewell 
and Cousens) 

The Earl of Granard, Buckingham Polace. 


ARMY VETERINARY SERVICE. 


Extract from London Gazette. 
War Orrice, WHITEHALL, Nov. 15. 
RecuLar Forces. ARMY VETERINARY Corps. 
Maj. A. C. Newsom to be Lieut.-Col. Dated Nov. 16. 
TERRITORIAL Force. ARMY VETERINARY CorRPs. 
R. H. H. Over to be Lieut. 


EsTaBLISHMENT. ARMY VETERINARY SCHOOL. 


Brevet-Major A. G. Todd, a.v.c., to be Professor, vice 
Lieut.-Colonel A.C. Newsom. Dated Nov. 16. 


OBITUARY 


Epwarp Artur HotLincnaM, M.R.C.v.s., Johannes- 
burg, S. Africa. Graduated, Lond : Jan., 1881. 


Mr Hollingham died from pneumania at his residence 
38 Dawe Street, Troyville, Johannesburg, on Aug. 20th. 
Less than three weeks previously he was present at the 
meeting of the Transvaal V.M.A., and read a paper on 

Canine Distemper.” 


Mr. Hollingham was born in Sussex, England, and|® 


came to el el in 1893. He served in the 
Jameson Raid and also right through the Boer War 
with the Imperial Light Horse. He was in the. seige 
of setpeni and later on served with the Johannes- 
burg Mounted Rifles in the Zulu War. He practised 


his profession in Australia, India, and China, and had 
travelled practically all over the world. He was the 
principal veterinary surgeon to the Society for the Pre- 
vention of Cruelty to animals. He went to Durban 
some little while back in order to recover from an attack 
of pneumonia, but the sea air did him little good. His 
wile is in hospital very ill, and to her the sympathy of 
mosey will be extended in her bereavement. 
tar. 


Tuomas KELLETT RaMsEY, Drayton 
in: Dec., 1895. 

“We regret very much to record the death of Mr. 
T. K. Ramsey, of Market Drayton, which occurred with 
tragic suddenness at Hales, on Thursday afternoon, 
Nov. 14th. Mr. Ramsey had attended a funeral, and 
had just left the Churchyard in company with Mr. 
William Woodburn, whom he had driven up to the 
funeral in his motor car, when he staggered, fell, and 
immediately expired. The mourners had not dispersed 
when the tragic event happened. 

The late Mr. Ramsey was a native of Tullow, County 
Carlow, [reland, and came to Market Drayton about 14 
years as assistant to the late Mr. Bamfield Kettle, 
whose daughter he subsequently married. He had pre- 
viously practised at Stafford and at Derby. He acted as 
local veterinary inspector to the Board of Agriculture. 
About seven years ago he succeeded to the late Mr. 
Kettle’s practice, which he carried on at Shropshire 
Street. A few months ago he entered public life as a 
member of the Drayton Rural District Council and 
Board of Guardians. 

Mrs. him several years ago.”— 
The Market Drayton Advertiser. 


Dunstan.—At Inversnaid, Liskeard, Cornwall, Agnes 
Winifred, wife of John Dunstan, late Professor of Sur- 
gery, Royal Dick Veterinary College, Edinburgh. 


AN ENQUIRY. 
Dear Sir, 


I should be very much obliged if, through the correspond- 
ence columns of your paper, you could give me some infor- 
mation in connection with the following matter. 

A Horse Insurance Company, in which about a dozen 

gentlemen are equally interested, is formed, and in time the 
number of animals insured reaches upwards of 150. There 
is every probability that eventually this number will be more 
than doubled. What would be a reasonable fee to pay a 
veterinary surgeon per each animal for examination ore 
admission and for attendance during each year—an inclusive 
fee. The whole of the work would be done by one veteri- 
nary surgeon and there is no possibility of dealing with the 
matter by tender. 
I thought possibly you might have an idea of what is paid 
under the same circumstances in a similar Society, and 
would therefore be able to give some information which 
would be a guide to the promotors of the Insurance 
Society in question. Will you kindly reply through your 
columns to R. (Mansfield). 


CASTRATION BY LIGATURE AND OTHERWISE. 


ir, 

The Anesthetics Bill has called forth discussion on the 
advantages and disadvantages of the different methods of 
castration. The operation of itself is a simple enough one, 
but the stumbling block seems to be that we are all still ia 


the embryo stage with regard to discovering the best, 
simplest, safest, most humane, and most practical method 
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of dealing with the vascular portion of the remaining stump 
of the cord. 

Toa human surgeon it seems a remarkable thing, and 
they invariably, with lifted eyebrows, say, ‘‘ Why don’t 
you ligature?’’ Well, this seems the safest and most sur- 

ical on the face of ii, and well in accordance with modern 

of surgery. 

Taking into consideration the fact that I have been dis- 
satisfied with 
(a) Actual cautery, for the following reasons :—(1) It ap- 

rs antiquated and barbarous and may be subject to 
ridicule. (2) Waste of time in heating the irons. (3) 
Possibility of an apparently seared end breaking open 
and allowing considerable bleeding, as has happened 
occasionally in my experience in fully developed ple- 
thoric animals ; 

(b) Ecraseur and Emasculator, for the reasons also that in 
my unfortunate experience they went well for a time, 
then I came a cropper over some donkeys which bled 
to death during the night, no one having troubled to 
look at them after the operation. 

c) Torsion, as I have never seen it done. 

Scraping through, as bleeding occurs after it :— 

I decided to ligature my horses in future, and at first this 

appeared very successful. I used carbolised catgut, and 

thought it impossible for anything to go wrong. No bleed- 
ing occurred and no swelling took place and owners were 
all smiles. Then came four donkeys, and after I left them 

I was told they nearly bled to death. I could not account 

for it, but after this I was very careful to ligature as tight 

as it could be drawn—but bleeding still occurred occasion- 

- ally, why, I do not know, as when there is a chance of it 
stopping one does not like to throw an animal and struggle 
again for the offeading cord. 

I can hardly see how a proper carefully made surgical 
a can slip, but bleeding can, and does, occur in spite 

it. 
Recently I castrated a very nice, fully developed, four- 
year-old riding horse. Instruments boiled, region well 
asepticised, ligatured with carbolised catgut taken straight 
out of its immersion and kept in a basin of antiseptic for 
handiness. Animal went home, did well for a few days, no 
swelling, wound appeared healthy, but owner said he went 
sick and stiff after a week, and died two weeks after 
operation. 

Post-mortem revealed inflammation in the cord, peritoni- 
tis, and an abscess close to the kidney at.the upper attach- 
ment of cord. This I cannot under any circumstances 
attribute to infection at the time of operation, for the cord 
is ligatured with an aseptic ligature before being cut. 

Therefore, from personal experience, I cannot recommend 
ligature, as no matter how carefully applied accidents 
occur, and the ordinary individual cannot afford to experi- 
ment and find out the why and the wherefore. 

As a profession it is time we progressed a little, but I 
have been compelled for my reputation’s sake to 
to the actual cautery again—much to my disgust. 

A few hints or suggestions and experiences from pro- 
fessional brethren who do a lot of castrating would be 
acceptable. I should like to hear a little discussion as to 
the merits and demerits of other methods as opposed to the 
actual cautery, with a view to adopting the safest and most 
rational method of dealing with the severed cord to prevent 
bleeding. Iam sure I am not the only professional man 
looking for it still, as we have members who will not 
attempt the operation, and their only reason is that they 
are afraid of causing the animal's death—and the death of 
@ horse is a serious financial loss. 

When castrating bulls I have always ligatured, and never 
had the slightest trouble ; have done them of all ages, but I 
am perfectly certain that unpreventible accidents occur 
more frequently from it than any other method. 


There is no doubt that if infection enters the cord above 
the ligature there is no way of downward drainage and 
escape for it, whereas by other methods there is not the 
slightest doubt that the thickening of the cord subsequent 

_ to operation can drain itself away without becoming infect- 


LOCAL ANZSTHESIA IN CASTRATION. 
Sir, 
As The Veterinary Record is read by many individuals 
outside the veterinary profession, I consider that it ig g 
matter of importance to criticise the statements made by 
Mr. J. Edgar Young in your issue of Nov. 16. 

If such statements were permitted to pass unchallenged, 
then indeed a very false idea of the ordinary methods 
adopted in castration would be given to the general public, 
This, sir, is my excuse for again trespassing on your 
valuable space, and writing on a subject which many of 
your readers will probably consider has been discussed ad 
nauseam 

I have yet to learn that hemorrhage, loss of condition, 
sweating and blowing, distress and pain, are sequelp to 
the operation when performed in the recumbent position, 
Every colt that I have seen will start to feed when he igs 
released, so this is not a peculiarity attached to the pro- 
cedure of applying clams to the spermatic co:d. As to the 
risks to the operator, does Mr. Young seriously ask us 
to believe that there is more risk attached to ** putting 
ropes on uubroken colts hinds legs'’ than to the procedure 
of removing the testicles from the same animal in the stand- 
ing posture? It is admitted by some of the ‘‘ standing” 
operators that cases arise in which the animals have to be 
cast for the operation. We bave yet to hear of a case in 
which it was impossible to cast the animal, and that the 
standing operation could be carried out on him. No! this 
argument on Mr. Young's part will not hold water: the risk 
to the operator is all on the side of the standing operation. 
Now, with reference to hemorrhage. Mr. Young appears 
to think that the only methods adopted are the écraseur 
and actual cautery. Surely he is aware that a large num- 
ber of practitioners employ torsion, or one of the many 
patterns of emasculators, and practically never meet with 
cases of hemorrhage. Having experience of the method by 
torsion, I can confidently state that if properly carried out 
there is not the slightest danger of hemorrhage occurring, 
When slight bleeding does occur, we find that it arises from 
the small testicular artery, and not from the spermatic, and 
as the former seems to be cf comparatively larger size in 
yearlings than in adults, we practically never meet with 
bleeding in full grown horses. 

I have no experience with the emasculator, but am 
assured by practitioners, both British and American, who 
have adopted this plan, that no hemorrhage results, 

Iam by no means jealous of the success attending the 
standing operation : if this method became general I should 
willingly resign this department to practitioners who were 
less careful of their personal safety than I am, because I 
do not consider that the fee is at all commensurate with the 
risks involved. But I have yet to be convinced that the 
‘* fatal results are more rare than by any other method of 
operating,’ or that the standing operation possesses all the 
merits which Mr. Young and others claim for it. 

Mr. Townsend, in his letter of November 9th, made an 
enquiry with reference to local anzsthesia in castration. I 
bave never tried this in horses, but intend to do so.. My 
reason for thinking that it will prove successful is that I 
have lately operated on two cases of scirrhous cord with 
local anesthesia, and am well satisfied with the results. 
One was a 1} year old, well-bred gelding, the other an eight 
year old gelding. In the former I injected a solution of 
eucaine and adrenalin along the line of incision, and also 
deeply around the growth and into the cord, with a long 
needle, one ounce of solution being employed. In the 
latter, which was an extensive growth, two oances of solu- 
tion were used. In both cases I placed the animals on &a 
operating table, and of this I shall have something to sey 
on a future occasion, as I never operated with such 
facility. 

I may remark that in the Revue Générale de Médecine 
Vétérinaire, September, 1907, there is an article by Boisse 
on local anesthesia in castration, entitled ‘‘ Castration sans 
Douleur des Animaux’ MaAles,’’ in which full details are 

iven, and the procedure seems to be very simple.— 


ed by organisms. 


Enquirer. 


ours etc., 
E. Hoare. 
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GASTRATION AND ANZSTHETICS BILL 
ay this criticism respecting castration by one or two 
of our worthy members of the profession would it not be 
interesting to have the method employed by every qualified 

titioner who perform castrations on the equine subject. 
they would all send me a post-card stating their method 

I should be pleased to collate same and publish statistics 
in due course —Yours faithfully, 


Stanhope Road, Darlington. 


. H. Sanperson. 


oy library is not extensive, but there is on its shelves a 
book entitled ‘‘ The Life of Xenophon,’’ and it has always 
had for me a pathetic interest. In his boyhood Xenophon 
met Socrates, and the latter, after some questioning, said 
to him, ‘‘ And where are the fair and noble to be found? ” 
The boy shook his head in perplexity. Then, said Socrates, 
“ Follow me and be taught."’ 

The question so propounded became indeed the problem 
of Xenophon’s life, but he never solved fully the hidden 
dwelling place of the Kaloi Kanathoi. Surely, Mr. Editor, 
if he could only have lived some twenty-two hundred years 
or so, and had read the letters of kindly criticism and 
FRIENDLY argument that have been exchanged in your 
columns during the past weeks, he would have realised 
that the noble spirits he sought were within the ranks of our 

ion. 

There is a point that seems to me to be in danger of being 
overlooked by all those who have so far expressed opinions 
adverse to the Bill, and I trust that you will allow a junior 
to just draw attention to this point. It is this: —Why was 
there any necessity for such a Bill in the first place? Why 
has it been necessary for laymen to teach us our ‘‘ bounden 
duty? Why bas there never been an insult put upon the 
medical profession such as will be bestowed upon us when 
the Bill is introduced. Why? I ask, and the answer is 
evident—because the profession has deserved it, and has 
brought it upon itself. We cannot hide from ourselves the 
fact that we have men entitled to use the magic five letters 
who are little better than the Empirics whose memory we 
work at. 

We know that there are scores of men who ‘* strip soles,” 
“fire,” and, in fact, do any surgical operation they know 
of without either local or gene:al anwsthesia, and. Sir, it 
is becazse of these men that this indignity has been put 

us. 

Five years ago I was assistant to a man, and he was 
comparatively a young man, who boasted that he had never 
had occasion to use chloroform during his fifteen years in 


_ It seems to me that instead of making a fass about this 
Bill, it would be better that we seat in quiet shame and 
ponder over the fact that it has been left to laymen to force 
us to do that which our training, to say nothing of our 
conscience, should have told us was right. 

With regard to the question of castration which has 
arisen out of the other one of anwsthesia, I can only say 
that I have once, and once only, seen this operation per- 
formed ‘‘standing.’’ On that occasion the colt went half- 
way round a biggish farmyard with ‘an ecraseur, suspended 
from a half-mangled cord dangling between his legs. It 
was unfortunate that this should have been the case, as the 
Operator was hoping for a convert, but I returned to the 
“broad road’’ of recumbence, and to that road I have 
adhered. 

Tt may not be out of the way if I state in fsirness to my- 
self that my average number of operations are three a week, 
or at least have been for some considerable time, and that I 
never find the production of anesthesia delays me more than 
ten minutes in the average case—that is, counting the 
“coming to'' time. 

Let this Bill go forward as it is, consoling ourselves with 
the words which were amongst the last, they may have been 
fhe very last, spoken to the world by Xenophon, ‘‘If these 


transactions be so carried out with the will of the Deity, 
have we not the right to prognosticate some further advance 
in the path of progress for this whole State."’ 

May I crave a little further space to place before you 
again the quotation used by W. J. Young, .R.c.v.s., in 
April, 1906, in urging the more frequent use of chloroform. 

‘*A man of kindness to his brute is kind, 

But brutal actions show a brutal mind; 

Remember, He who made thee also made the brute, 

Who gave thee speech and reason, formed him mute. 

He can’t complain, but.God's omniscient eye 

Beholds thy cruelty, He hears his cry. 

He was designed thy servant and thy drudge, 

Bat, know that his Creator is thy Judge.” 

Yours very truly, 
Mompara. 

| [These questions have now been very fully discussed and 
we think might give way to some other subject.—Ep.} 


}A **VETERINARY"’ CONTINGENT FOR TURKEY. 


‘Dear Sir, 
Upon receipt of the circular and suoscription form 
‘{enclosed} I immediately communicated with the Secretary 
of ‘‘ Our Dumb Friends League *’ asking for some details 
of the personnel and material constituting the Veterinary 
Corps for the Balkan War, with the result that I received 
the following letter from Mr. Arthur Coke. 
Upon referring to the last issue, 1912, of the Official 
Register of the R.C.V.S., I found that the name of the 
gentleman who is responsible for the arrangements does not 
appear therein. 

lam sure that all British veterinary surgeons must be 
grateful to you, Mr. Editor, for having frustrated a libel on 
our noble profession. 
Having travelled through the Balkan States and conse- 
quently having some personal knowledge of their people, 
who have only recently given a most brilliant demonstration 
of their intellect and learning, I am convinced that if. this 
alleged ‘‘ veterinary ’’ contingent had been permitted to 
commence their proposéd lethal operations and bandaging, 
our Balkan confréres would have had every reason to hold 
us up to ridicule.-—Yours faithfully, 

Witiiam A. DELLAGANA, F.R.C.V.S. 

63 Above Bar, Southampton. 


‘- 58 Victoria Street, London, 
November 4 

Dear Mr. DellaGana, 

Thank you for your letter of the Ist inst., re our Veteri- 

nary Corps for the Balkan War. All the gentlemen included 

in the contingent are from the Royal Veterinary College, 

Camden Town. Mr. H. S. L. Woods, a member of the 

College. is responsible for the arrangements of the staff, and 

he would, I am sure, give you the information you wish. 

—Yours truly, ARTHUR J. COKE. 


[Compare with letter from Mr. Woods.—Ep.}: 


Sir; 
In reply to your comment on my communication pub- 
lished in last week's issue, two members of the veterinary 
profession were included amongst the ten men, and also 
assisted in the organisation, hence the justification for the 
term ‘‘ Veterinary Contingent.”’ 

A further piece of news, which will give you the gratifica- 
tion of being able to quote ‘‘I told you so,"’ is the fact that 
owing to difficulties in connection with the passports the 
contingent have not yet started, but will possibly be 
required much nearer home at an early date. The portion 
of the £2,000 already collected is intact, the small prelimi- 
nary expenses having been obtained from other sources. 
Until it is assured that the contingent will not be required 
it is impossible to say what is to be done with the money 
collected. It is, however, certain that the subscribers will 
be communicated with.—Faithfully vours, 

Ss 


. H. Ly Woops 
Royal Vety. Coll., Camden Town, 
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Some few weeks ago the profession was told that the 
Re VETERINARY CONTRACT UNDER THE Board of Agriculture was in want of veterinary surgeons, 
COUNTY LIVE STOCK INSURANCE ASSOCIATION | they could not be got. Is this dearth of candidates due to 
Sir that the prospects so nebelous thet thoy 

, @ prospects so indefinitely nebulous tha 

I have lately been approached by the above Insurance | care to waste the best time of their lives and then aie 
Company with a view to taking on what I think every mem- get turned adrift to seek fresh pastures after their profess. 
of the profession must agree is the most ridiculous and pre-| ional teeth have got blunted. One rarely, if ever, sees the 
posterous veterinary contract ever evolved by the brain|/ names of the junior officers of the Board of Agriculture 
of man. I had hoped that some more able pen than mine having done anything meritoriously, from a professional 
would before this have drawn the attention of the profession practical, or administrative point of view, mentioned in 
to what I believe to be a serious menace to our interests. official reports, or live stock or veterinary journals, Porkage 

It is proposed that for a fee of 15s. per annum we | they never do anything worthy of mention. 
should, within a radius of five miles from our surgery,| The Army Veterinary Service allows freedom in research 
undertake to provide medical attendance and medicines for] and contribution to professional journals or meeti I 
all accidents and diseases, to perform all operations of | encourages its officers to do so, and if any of them dois : 
— nature, and also inspect each horse before it is thing meritoriously (administrative, practical, or scientific) 
they are mentioned in despatches or in The Gazette, and 

Before accepting or refusing this tempting offer, I wrote perhaps promoted. This must stimulate its members to 
asking the managing director what premiums he proposed | emulation. 
to ask the insurer; his answer was that when their new! J certainly think our professional brethren working quietly 
ome was ready he would send me a copy. He also} vet effectively in the Animal's Division of the Board of Agri- 

it was not in their interest ‘‘ to ask veterinary surgeons | cyjture should be encouraged to undertake original research 
to accept less than they ought to have for veterinary con-|¢o publish their observations, and also rewarded now and 
tract.’’ The two that appear to be serious are:— again by some official public recognition. In fact they 

(2) Whatever fee is paid the veterinary surgeon, will be} should be treated on similar lines to their brethren in the 
pa than covered by the premium, the difference between | army. 
the two representing a certain annual profit to the Com-| jt js a bad policy for the country to treat its professional 
pany. The whole of the risk is to be undertaken by the|seryants as soulless individuals, it blunts anbition and 
veterinary surgeon. : Se La hal their energy, it creates a time-serving body of men who are 

(6) In the present rapidly diminishing amount of what] more concerned about their own advancement than the work 
one may term commercial horse practice, it is certainly not | of public utility. 
good policy to surrender the bulk, or any of it, toan insur-| hese grievances can be ventilated by professional men 
ance company for their benefit ; if it is not actual “ cover- asking their respective Parliamentary representatives to 
ing ’’ it surely comes very near it. : . | enquire into these matters, which appear anomalous. 

Can we not act up to our motto to som» extent in this} There is another matter that requires ventilation, and that 
matter, and by combining preserve what little there is still} j,, why the R.C.V.S. has been so negligent in its trust by 
left to us. —Yours faithfully, allowing men to enter the profession who are incompetent 
GERALD BLOXSOME. | to practise. The Board of Agriculture and Fisheries con- 


Hove. 
at ius sider the newly fledged member is incompetent, else it 
Sir 7 would not compel him to undergo a post-graduate course, 
i and afterwards an examination before obtaining a position 


Last week’s Record contains a letter trom the County 
Live Stock Insurance Association, York, and states the under diseases in this 
reason (a most commendable one) for including a veterinary No In 
contract in their new insurance scheme is to obtain prompt | di or two 
attendance by a fully qualified V.S."" If the contract price | °°" ent un ey uuder- 
is sufficiently remunerative, I see no reason why your corres- about 
pondent ‘Young Practitioner "’ should not accept such | Contagious diseases than was Knows of years 
contracts. ago. Certainly our youth are mentally degenerating. 

The : County " are pimnnse in live stock insurance, and 7 ge. mag are mystifying their minds and warping 
in hopeless cases promptly give the owner of an insured : , 
permission to if so advised by their veteri- The of Surgeons have the power 
nary surgeons, a-procedure all companies should emulate.— | ‘© S#¥<who Is competent to practise as a veterinary surgeoa, 
Yours etc. but the Board of Agriculture have the right to say whois 

f Yorksumez V.S competent to detect a contagious disease. At a recent Com- 
November 20 e ‘| mission sitting an official stated that an inspector of fisheries 
p had been appointed who underwent no competitive examina 

—_—— tion, he was simply a relative of another official. Soon we 
shall see the lay inspectors taking our jobs. Why doesn’t 

RESEARCH SCHOLARSHIPS. the Board be practical and employ more veterinary surgeons 
Sir, and do away with lay inspectors without technical know- 
Jam very sorry to see that ‘‘ A Number of Students "’ ledge. The lay inspectorship branch of the Board of Agri- 
have grounds for complaint in the way Research Scholar-| culture seems to be the waste tub of other professional 
ships of the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries are given | callings, etc. It costs the taxpayer an enormous amount to 
away. ‘It gives rise to the suspicion of jiggery.pokery in the | keep up this dual system. If one man were sent to investi- 
matter. To obviate dissatisfaction, I believe the Royal | gate an outbreak, and to see the orders carried out, it would 
College of Veterinary Surgeons should be delegated by the | cost much less than sending two to cover almost the same 
Board of Agriculture to nominate, after a competive exam-| ground. The travelling expenses alone would be one half. 
ination, a suitable man for the honour. Such an economy does not sway with Government bodies, 

This is not the only grievance of ambitious young mem- | who are truly not businesslike in their methods. 
bers of the profession. I am informed that veterinary sur- Give CREDIT TO WHOM CREDIT IS DUB. 
geons holding appointments Board 
and also the D.A.T.I. have to sell their professional sou ae ‘ , : 
entirely to their respective departments. They are not written 
or to books, at least they must not append their names to | *@dresses of writers, not necessarily for pu eten 
their articles. If this be so, I should like to know on what} Gommunications for the Editor to be addressed 20 Fulbaa 


grounds they are debarred from doing so. Road, London, 8.W. 
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